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Don’t Make it a Bummer Summer!

Lawn Mowing and Charcoal Grilling

Can Lead to Ground-level Ozone
Each year, aging gas powered lawnmowers, leaf blowers, and trimmers, along with charcoal grilling spew thousands of tons of polluting chemicals and particles into the air. These pollutants cause smog that leads to chronic illnesses such as eye irritation, asthma and headaches.  So instead of taking in the scents of summer, you are choking on them!

The average (older) mower operating for one hour could be as bad as driving 40 new cars for an hour.  Although national regulations have been adopted to curb pollutants by new lawn mowers and other small gas-powered engines, they can still emit the equivalent pollutants of 10+ cars.  You can make the decision to turn in your gasoline-powered mower and purchase a new electric or push mower. The pollutant emissions from a push mower are zero, and electric mower emits 9,000 times less than a gasoline-powered mower.

As you are drenching your coals with charcoal lighter fluid to get them ignited, the fluid you’re using contains volatile organic compounds (VOC’s). Not only do VOC’s taste like a gas pump, they also combine with sunlight on hot summer days to produce ground-level ozone or smog. So, try lighting your charcoal with an electric or chimney-style starter. And if you really want to save money in the long run, purchase a gas grill. Propane and natural gas cost a lot less than charcoal, and gas grills are cleaner-burning and more convenient, too!   
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